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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 


[April, 1842.] 

Friday, April 1, 1842. I was engaged 

in.the general business office. 
Try the Spirits.“ Recent occurrences 
that have transpired amongst us render it 
an imperative duty devolving upon me to 
say something in relation to the spirite by 
which men are actuated. 

It is evident from the Apostles’ writings, 
that many false spirits existed in their day, 
and had “gone forth into the world,” and 
that it needed intelligence which God alone 
could impart to detect false spirits, and to 
prove what spirits were of God. The world 
in general have been grossly ignorant in re- 
gard to this one thing, and why should they 
be otherwise for no man knows the 
things of God, but by the Spirit of God.” 

The Egyptians were not able to discover 
the difference between the miracles of Mo- 
ses and those of the magicians until they 
eame to be tested together; and if Moses 
had not appeared in their midst, they would 
unquestionably have thought that the mira- 
cles of the were performed through 
the mighty power of God, for they were 
great miracles that were performed by 
them—a supernatural agency was developed, 
and great power manifested. _ 

The witeh of Endor is no less singular a 
personage; clothed with a powerful agency 
she raised the Prophet Samuel from his 
grave, and he appeared before the astonish- 
ad king, and revealed unto. him his future 


(Continued from page 282.) | 


| destiny. Who is to tell whether this woman 


is of God, and a righteous woman—or 
whether the power she possessed was of the 
devil, and she a witch as represented by the 
Bible? It is easy for us to say now, but if 
we had lived in her day, which of us could 
have unravelled the mystery ? 7 

It would have been equally as difficult for 
us to tell by what spirit the Apostles pro- 
phesied, or by what power the Apostles 
spoke and worked miracles. Who could 
have told whether the power of Simon, the 
sorcerer, was of God or of the devil ? 

There always did, in every age, seem to 
be a Jack of intelligence ing to this 
subject. Spirits of all ds have been 
manifested, in every age, and almost amongst 
all people. 


have their spirits, all have a supernatural 
agency, and: all contend that their. spirits 
are of God. Who shall solve the mystery? 


‘ 2 

| 

| 

they have their spirits; the Mahommedans, 

| 

“Try the says w to | 

do it? The learned, the eloquent, the phi- | 

losopher, the sage, the divine—all are igno- 

rant. The heathens will boast of their gods, 

and of the great things that have been un- 
folded by their oracles. The Mussulman 

will boast of bis Koran, and of the divine 
communications that his 

had numerous instances, both: ancient: and | 

modern, among them of men who have pro- ! 

feased to be. inspired, and. sent to. brieg | 
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about great events, and the Christian world 
‘has not been slow in making up the number. 
“Try the spirits, but what,by? Are we. 
‘to try them by the creeds of men? What. 
preposterous folly—what sheer ignorance— 
“what madness! Try the motions and ac- 
tions of an eternal ye os I contend that 
all spirits are sugh) a thing that was 
conceived in ‘and brought forth 
in folly—a cobweb of yesterday. Angels 
‘would hide their faces, and devils would be 
ashamed and insulted, and would say, Paul 
we know, and Jesus we know, .but who are 
ye?” Let each man or society make a creed 
and try’evil spirits by it, and the devil would 
shake his sides; it is all that he would ask 
—ail that he would desire. Yet many of 
them do this, and hence “many spirits are 
abroad in the world.” | 
One great evil is, that men are ignorant 
-of the nature of spirits; their power, laws, 
government, intelligence, &c., and imagine 
that when there is anything like power, re- 
velation, or vision manifested, that it must 
be of God. Hence the Methodist, Presby- 
terians and others, frequently possess a 
spirit that will cause them to lie dawn, and 
during its operation, animation is frequently 
entirely suspended; they consider it to be 
the power of God, and a glorious maaifes- 
tation from God—a manifestation of what? 
Is there any intelligence communicated ? 
Are the curtains of heaven withdrawn—or 
the purpeses of God developed? Have they 
geen and con versed with an have 
the glories of futurity baret. upon their 
view? No! but their bedy has been inani- 
mate, the operation of their spirit suspended, 
and all the intelligence that can be obtained 
from them when they arise; is a shout of 
“ glory,” or haltelnjah,” or some ineohereat 
expression ; but they hase had “the. 
"Phe Shaker wilt whirl around, on his hee), 
impelied by. supernetntal agency ar spirit, 
and think that:he.is goveened by the:  Spirte 


that spiris,. until he will: send: ‘the: heavens 
with hie cries ; wbiledheQushare {or Feiends} 
moved, as they think; by the Spirit of: Ged; 
aed D Cod ths 
euthor Galkthie?: of which 


Javed throaght the: 
‘fateq 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 


of metals without a criterion, or point out 
the movements of the planetary systems with- 
aut a knowledge of astronomy? Certainly 
not; and if such ignoranée as this is mani- 
fested about a spirit of this kind, who can 
describe an angel of * if Satan should 


a 25 one in glory — can tell his 
colour, his signs, . hia appear ce, bis glory? 
—or what is the manner of his manifesta- 
tion? Who can detect the spirit of the 
Freneh prophets, with their revelations and 
visions, and power and manifestations? Or, 
who can point out the spirit of the .Irving- 
ites, with their apostles, and prophets, and 
visions, and tongues, and interpretations, 
&e., GG.? Or, who can drag into daylight 
and develop the hidden mysteries of the 
false spirits that so frequently are made 
manifest among the Latter-day Saints? We 


ans wer, that no man can do this without the 


Priesthood, and having a knowledge of the 
laws by which spirits are governed ; for as 
“no man knows the things of God but by 
the Spirit of God, so no man knows the 
spirit of the devil, and his power and in- 
fluence, but by possessing intelligence which 
is more. than human, and having unfolded 
through the medium of the Priesthood the 
mysterious operations of his devices; with- 
out knowing the angelic form, the sanctified 
look and geatuge, and the zeal that is fre- 
quently manifested by him for the glory of 
God, together with the prophetic spirit, the 
gracious influence, the godly appesrance, 
and the holy garb, which are se character- 
istic of his proceedings, and hie mysterious: 
windings, 

A man must have the discerning of spirits 
before he can drag into daylight this hellish 
infleence and unfold it unto the world in all 
its soul-destreying, diabolical, and horrid 
colours; for nething is a greater injury to 
the children of men than to be under the in- 
fluence: of a. false spirit, when they think 
they have the Spirit: of God. Thousands 


hese felt the in ſtuenee of its terrible power 
and bancful effects. ‘ave 
been undertakes, endured; and 


pain, misery and ruin have followed in their 
train: nations have: been’ convulsed, king- 
dom overthrown, provinees laid waste, and 
bteod; carnage and denslation are the habi- 
lismente in-which4t hes been- clothed. 
Yeo Tarks, the Hindoos, the Jows, the 
Copiscians, the Indians; in. feck: all nations 
imposed upon, and in- 
mischer 


As we „ 


— les ti —— — 
Of the: wich they 

and the ages 

be known i¢ requ Spirit of 


inte all kinds of emtraragences. A Primitine 
Methodist will shout under the infaencescf 
hsavem. 
be 
bad ne 
ews, theweasen 
eset hey uniesk, ne 
— — it, — 
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the: demgeh;: brendthy on: eights of 
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of the can be 
that medium, then it: fellows-as natural 
consequence, thaé: unless: some person: or: 
persons, havea communication, er revelation. 
2 God, unfolding to them: — 
of spirit, they must eternally: remain igne- 
rant of these principles: for I contend thas | 
if one man casnot understand: these: 
but by the Spirit ot God ten thousand mon 
cannot; it is alike out of the reach of the 
wisdom of the learned, the: tongue. of the: 
eloquent, and the power of: the. mighty. 
And we shall at last have te come to this: 
conclusion, whatevep we may think ef re 
velation, that without it we can neither 
know, nor anderstand anything of God; or 
the devil; and however unwilling the world 
may be ta acknowledge this principle, it is 
evident from the multifarious creeds and: 
notions concerning this matter, that. a 
understand nothing of this 
it is equally as plain: that without ‘a divine: 
-communiestion. they must remain in 
rance. The world: always: mistook 
prophets for true ones, aad: these that were 
sent of God, they considered to be false 
prophets; aud henee they killed, stoned, 
and impcisened the true prophets, 
and they had to hide themselves “in-deserts, | 
and dens, and caves of the earth,” and: al. 
though the most honourable men of the 
earth, they banished them from their society 
as vagabonds, whilet they cherished, ho- 
noured, and supported; knaves, vagabonds, 
‘hypocrites, impostors,. and the basest of 


these things, and: how is he. to obtain this 
gift if there are no gifts of the Spirit? 
And how can these gifts be obtained with- 
out revelation? “ Christ ascended into hea- 
ven, and gave gifts to men, and he gave 
some Apsstles, aud some Prophets, and some | 
Evangelists, and some Pastors and Teach: | 
ers.” And how: were Aposties, ee, 
Pastors, ‘Tenehers,; and Evangelists chosen 
By and by on of 
bands: — bg divine communication, and a di- 
vinely appointed ardinan tire me- 
dium of the / Priesth oed, 
to the order of Od by divine appointment 
The Apastlen in ancient: times held the keys 
of this Pries thood the mysteries: of the: 
kingdom of: God and consequently were 
enabled to unlock and unravel: all ‘things’ 
pertaining to the gevenment of the Chureh, 
the welfare of saitety, the future destiny of 
Men, and the ageney, power and influence 
‘Of spirita; for they could contre) them at 
pleasure, bid them depart in the ‘name’ of: 
Jesus and: deteeb heir mischievous and my- 
aterions operatiane when: taxi 
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garb, and militate ö the interest of the 
Oburch and the spread of trath—we read 
that. they “east out devils in the name of 
Jesus,” and when a woman possessing thé 
spirit: of divination cried before Paul and Si 
las “ these are the servants of the Most: 
God that show-unto us the way of salva- 
wie Be. detected the spirit, and although 
she spake favourably of them, Paul com- 
manded the spirit to come out of her, and 
saved themselves from the opprobrium that 
might have been heaped upon their heads, 
through an alliance with her, in the develop- 
ment of her wicked: principles, which they, 
certainly would have been charged with, if 
they had not rebuked the evil spirit. 
A power similar to this existed through the 


medium of the Priesthoed in different ages 


Moses. could detect the magician’s power, 
and show that he was God’s servant, he 
| knew when he was upon the mountain 
(through revelation) that Israel was en 


in idolatey ; hé could develop the sin of 


Korah, Dathan' and Abiram, detect witches 
and wizards in their proceedings, and point 
oat the true Prophets of the Lord. Joshua 
knew: how to-detect the man who had stolen 
the wedge of gold and the Babylonish gur - 
ment. Michaiah could point out the false 
spirit by which the four hundred prophets 
were govertied; and if his advice had been 
talon}! many lives would have been s 
(2 Chronicles xviii.) Elijah, Elisha, I „Je- 
remiah, Ezekiel, and many other Prophets 
possessed this power. Our Saviour, the 
Apostles, and even the members of the 
Church were endowed with this gift, for, 

says Paul, 1 Corinthians ii., “to one is 
— the gift of tongues, to another the in- 
ter pretation of es, to another the work - 
ing of miracles, to another prophecy, to an- 
other the discerning of Spirits ;” all these 
proceeded from the same Spirit of God, and 
were the gifts of God: The Ephesjan 
Church were enabled by this princi ple to 
try those that said they were apostles, and 
were not, aud found them liars,” Revela- 
tion ii. 2. 

In tracing the thing to the foundation, 
and ‘looking at it philosophically, we Ä 
find ‘a very material supposed 


and the spirit: the bod 


te be organized matter, and ber. 
many, is thought to be immaterial, 
subéetasee. With this latter statement we 
should beg leave to difftr, and state thut 
spirit is a substance; that it is material, but 
that it is more pure, elastic, a refined” 
matter than the body; that it exirte before 
the body, ‘cam exist in the body,’ and will 
| exist separate from the body, ‘when the body 
will be ntoulderiig’ in the dust; and will ig, 
„de again anited with it, 


‘themselves upon the Charch in a religious 


Without attempting to describe this * 


* 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
A man must hase the discerning of spi- 
rits, as we before stated, to understaud 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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- ¢erious connexion, and the laws ‘that govern | 


the body and spirit of man, their relation- 
ship to each other, and the design of God 
in relation to the human body aad spirit, I 
would just remark, that the spirits of men 
are eternal, that they are governed by the 
same Priesthood that Abraham, Melchisdec, 
and the Apostles were; that they are or- 
ganized according to that Priesthood which 
is everlasting, “without beginning of days 
or end of years,”—that they all move in 
their respective spheres, and are governed 
by the law of God; that when they appear 
upon the earth they are in a probationary 
state, and are preparing, if righteous, for a 
future and greater glory; that the spirits 
of good men cannot interfere with the wick- 


ed beyond their prescribed bounds, for 


Michael, the Archangel, dared not bring a 
iling accusation against the devil, but 
said, The Lord rebuke thee, Satan.“ 

It would seem also, that wicked spirits 
have their bounds, limits, and laws by which 
they are governed or controlled, and know 
their future destiny ; hence, those that were 
in the maniac said to our Saviour, “art thou 
come to torment us before the time,” and 
when Satan presented himself before the 
Lord, among the Sons of God, he said that 
he came “from going to and fro in the 
earth, and from wandering up and down in 
it;“ and he is emphatically called the prince 
of the power of the air; and, it is very evi- 
dent that they possess a power that none 
but those who have the Priesthood can con- 
trol, as we have before adverted to, in the 
case of the sons of Sceva. 

Having said so much upon general prin- 
ciples, without referring to the peculiar 
situation, power, and influence of the magi- 
cians of Egypt, the wizards and witches of 
the Jews, the oracles of the heathen, their 
necromascers, soothsayers, and astrologers, 
the maniacs or those possessed of devils in 
the Apostles’ days, we will notice, and try 
to detect (so far as we have the Scriptures 
for our aid) some few instances of the de- 
velopment of false spirits in more modern 
times, and in this our day. 

The French Prophets” were possessed 
of a spirit that deceived; they existed in 
Vivaris and Dauphany, in great numbers in 
the year 1688, there were many boys and 
girls, from seven to twenty-five; they had 
strange fits, as in tremblings and faintings, 
which made them stretch out their legs and 
arms, as in a swoon; they remained awhile 
in trances, and coming out of them uttered 
‘all that came in their mouths [see Buck’s 
Theological Dictionary]. 

Now God never had any Prophets that 
acted in this way; there was nothing in- 
decorous in the proceeding of the Lord’s 
Prophets in any age; neither had the Apos- | 
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tles, nor Prophets in the Apostles’ day any- 
thing of this kind. Paul says, “ Ye may alt 
prophesy, one by one; and if anything be. 
revealed to another let the first bold bis 
peace, for the spirit of the Prophets is sub. 
ject to the Prophets,” but here we find that 
the prophets are subject to the spiri® and 
falling down, have twitchings, tumblings, 
and faintings through the influence of that 
spirit, being entirely under its control. Paul 
says, “ Let everything be done decently and 
in order,” but here we find the greatest dis- 
order and indecency in the conduct of both 
men and women, as above described. The 
same rule would apply to the fallings, 
twitchings, swoonings, shaking, and trances 
of many of our modern revivalists. 

Johanna Southcott professed to be a pro- 
phetess, and wrote a book of prophecies in 
1804, she became the founder of a people. 
that are now extant. She was to bring 
forth, in a place appointed, a son, that was to 
be the Messiah, which thing has failed. 
Independent of this, however, where do we 
read of a woman that was the founder of a 
Church, in the word of God? Paul told the 
wonien in his day, To keep silence in the 
Church, and that if they wished to know 
anything to ask their husbands at home; 
he would not suffer a woman “to rule, or 
to usurp authority in the Church;” but 
here we find a woman the founder of a 
church, the revelator and guide, the Alpha 
and Omega, contrary to all acknowledged 
rule, principle, and order. 

Jemimah Wilkinson was another pro- 
phetess that figured largely in America, in 
the last century. She stated that she was 
taken sick and died, and that her soul went 
to heaven, where it still continues. Soon 
after, her body was reanimated with the 
spirit and power of Christ, npon which she 
set up as a public teacher, and declared that 
she had an immediate revelation, Now the 
Scriptures positively assert, that Christ is 
the first fruit, afterwards those that are 
Christ's at his coming, then cometh the end.” 
But Jemimah, according to her testimony, 


died, and rose again before the time men- 


tioned in the Scriptures. The idea of her 
soul being in heaven while her body was on 
earth, is also preposterous. When God 
breathed into man’s nostrils, he became 4. 
living soul, before that he did not live, and 
when that was taken away his body died; 
and so did our Saviour when the spirit left 
the body, nor did his body live until his spi- 
rit returned in the power of his resurrec- 
tion. But Mrs. Wilkinson's soul [life] was 
in heaven, and her body without the soul 
[or life] on earth, living [without the soul, 
or] without life. 


The Irvingites, are a people that have 
counterfeited the truth, perhaps the nearest. 


| 
| 
8 


ef any of our sition sectarians. 
‘commenced about ten years age in the City 
of London, in England; they have churches 
formed in various parts of England and 
Scotland, and some few in Upper Canada. 
Mr. Irving, their founder, was a learned 
and talented minister of the Church of Scot- 
land, he was a great logician, and a power- 
ful orator, but withal wild and enthusiastic 
in his views. Moving in the higher circles, 
and possessing talent and zeal, placed him 
in a situation to become a conspicuous cha- 
racter, and to raise up a society similar to 
that which is called after his name. 

The Irvingites have apostles, prophets, 
pastors, teachers, evangelists, and angels. 
They profess to have the gift of tongues, 
and the interpretation of tongues, and, in 
some few instances, to have the gift of healing. 

The first prophetic spirit that was mani- 
fested was in some Miss Campbells that Mr. 
Irving met with, while on a journey in Scot- 
land; they had [what is termed among their 
sect] “utterances,” which were evidently of 
a supernatural agency. Mr. Irving, falling 
into the common error of considering all 
supernatural manifestations to be ef God, 
took them to London with him, and intro- 
duced them into his church. 

They were there honoured as the pro- 
phetesses of God, and when they spoke, 
Mr. Irving or any of his ministers, had to 
keep silence. They were peculiarly wrought 
upon before the congregation, and had 
strange utterances, uttered with an unna- 
tural, shrill voice, and with thrilling intona- 
tions they frequently made use of a few 
broken, unconnected sentences, that were 
ambiguous, incoherent, and incomprehensi- 
ble; at other times they were more clearly 
uaderstood. They would frequently cry 
out, There is iniquity ! There is iniquity1” 
And Mr. Irving has been led, under the in- 
fluence of this charge, to fall ‘down upon his | 
knees before the public congregation, and 
to confess his sin, not knowing whether he 
had sinned, nor wherein, nor whether the 
thing referred to him, or somebody else. 
During these operations, the bodies of the 
persons speaking were powerfully wrought 
upon, their countenances were distorted, 
they had frequent twitchings in their hands, 
and the whole system was powerfully con- 
vulsed at intervals; they sometimes, how- 
ever, (it is supposed) spoke in correct 
tongues, and had true interpretations. 

Under the influence of this spirit the 
church was organized by these women ; 
apostles, prophets, &c. were soon called, 
and a systematic order of things introduced, 
as above-mentioned. A Mr. ter (after- 
wards one of the principal prophets) upon 
going into one of their meetings, says, “I 
saw a power manifested, and thought that 
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it was the power of God, and asked that it 
might fall upon me ; it did so, and I began 
to prophesy.” Eight or nine years ago owe 4 
had about sixty preachers going throu 
the streets of London, testifying that Lon- 
don was to be the place where the “two 
witnesses ” spoken of by John, were to pro- 
phesy: that (they) “The Church and the 
Spirit were the witnesses, and that at the 
end of three years and a-half there was to 
be an earthquake and great destruction, and 
our Saviour was to come. Their apostles 
were called together at the appointed time 
watching the event, but Jesus did not come, 
and the prophesy was then ambiguously ex- 
plained away. They frequently had signs 
given them by the spirit to prove to them 
that what was manifested to them should take 
place. Mr. Baxter related an impression 
that he had concerning a child. It was 
manifested to him that he should visit the 
child, and lay hands upon it, and that it 
should be healed; and to prove to him that 
this was of God, he should meet his brother, 
in a certain place, who should speak unto 
him certain words. His brother addressed 
him precisely in the way and manner that 
the manifestation designated. The sign took 
place, but when he laid his hands upon the 
child it did not recover. I cannot vouch 
for the authority of the last statement, as 
Mr. Baxter at that time had left the Irving- 
ites, but it is in accordance with many of 
their proceedings, and the thing never has 
been attempted to be denied. 

It may be asked, where is there anything 
in all this that is wrong ? 

1st. The church was organized by women, 


rand “ Ged placed in the Church, first apos- . 


tles, secondarily prophets, and not first wo- 
men; but Mr. Irving placed in his church 
first women, ily apostles ; and the 
church was founded and organized by them. 
A woman has no right to found or 223 
a church; God never sent them to do 
it. 

2nd. Those women would speak in the 
midst of a meeting, and rebuke Mr. Irving 
or any of the church. Now the Scripture 
positively says, “ Thou shalt not rebuke an 
Elder, but entreat him as a Father;” not 
only this, but they frequently accused the 
brethren, thus placing themselves in the seat 
of Satan, who is emphatically called “ the 
accuser of the brethren.” 

3rd. Mr. Baxter received the spirit on 
asking for it, without attendiug to the or- 
dinances, and began to prophecy, whereas 
the scriptural way of attaining the gift of 
the Holy Ghost is, by baptism, and by lay- 
ing on of 

4th. As we have stated in regard: to 
others, the spirit of the Prophets is subject 
to the Prophets; but those prophets were 


‘ 
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subject te the spirits, the spirit controlling 


their bodies at pleasure. 
„But it may be asked how Mr. Baxter 


nid get 

Shia we would answer that Mr. Baxter's 

brother was under the same spirit as him- 

alf, and being subject to that apirit he 
e@ould be easily made to speak to Mr. Baxter 

Whatever the spirit should dictate ; but there 
was uot power in the spirit to heal the child. 

it may be asked, how it was that 
they could speak in tongues if they were of 
the devil? We weuld answer that they 
ould be made to speak in another tongue, 
as well as their ewn, as they were under, 
the control of that spirit, and the devil can 
tempt the Hotteatot, the Turk, the Jew, or 
any other nation; and if these men were 
under the influence of his t, they of 
course could speak Hebrew, Latin, Greék, 

Italian, Duteh or any other language that 

the devil knew. 

Some will say “try the spirits” by the 
werd. “Every spirit that confesseth that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God; 
nd every spirit that confeaseth not that Je 

wus Christ is come in the flesh is not of 

God,” John iv. 2,3. Qne of the Irvingites 
ape quoted this passage whilst under the 
dafiuence of spirit, and then said, I 
fons that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.“ 
And yet these prophecies failed, their Mes- 
siah 4i did net come; and the great 8 

4 of by them have fallen to the ground. 

at is the matter here? Did not the 

‘Apostle speak the truth? Certainly he did 

t he spoke to a people who were under 

the penalty of death, the moment they em- 

braced ; and no one without a 

knowledge of the fact: would confess it, and 

expose themselves to death: and this was 
gonsequently given as a criterion to the 

Qhurch or Churches to whieh John wrote. 
Bat the devil on a certain oceasion eried 

ont, 1 know thee, who thou art, the ‘ Holy 

ne af God!” Here was a frank acknow- 
ledgement under other circumstances, that 

“Jesus had come in the flesh.“ On another 

devil said Paul we know, and 

ave know,” of course come in the flesh. 

No man nor set of men without the regular 

Honstitated authorities, the Priesthood and 


@iscerning of ppirita, ean tell trmé from false | ing 


apirits. This power they in the 
Arposties’ day, but it has departed from the 
world for ages. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints hawe also had their false spirits; aad 
as it is made up of all those different sects 

professing every varisty of opinion, aad 
daving been under the influence of so many 
kinds of spirits, it is not to be wondered at, 
af there should be found amongst us false 


a from a second'person? To |: 
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Soon after the Gospel was established ip 


seen, and wild — were en- 
tertained; men run out of dort under the 
influerice of this and some of them 
got upon the stumps of ‘trees and shouted, 
and all kinds of extra ces were efter. 
ed into by them: one man pursted w bah 
that he said he saw flying in the mr, until 
he came to a precipice, wien he 3 

into the top of a tree, which saved his life; 
and many ridiculeus things were entered 
into, calculated to bring ce upon the 
Chureh of God, to enuse the Spirit of God 
to be withdrawn, and to uproot and destroy 
those glorious principles whieh had been de- 
veloped for the salvation of the kuman 
family. But when the authorities 

the spirit was made manifest, those mem- 
bers that were exereised with it were tried 
for their fellowship, and those that would 
not repent and forsake it, were cut off. 

Ata subsequent period, a Shaker spirit 
was on the point of being introdeced, and 
at another time the Methodist and Presby- 
terian falling down power, but the spirit 
was rebuked and put down, and those who 
would not submit to rule and good order 
were disfellows We have also had 
brethren and sisters ‘who have had the gift 
of ‘tongues falsely; they would speak in a 
muttering unnatural voice, and their bodies 
be-distorted like the Irvingites before alluded 
to; whereas there is nothing unnatural in 
the Spirit of God. A eircumstance of this 
kind took place in Upper Canada, but was 
rebuked by the presiding Elder; another, a 
-woman, near the same place, professed to 
have the discerning of spirits, and began to 
a@ecuse another sister of things that she was 
not guilty of, which she said she knew was 
so by the spirit, but was afterwards. 
proven to be false; she placed herself in 
the capacity of the “aveuser of the breth- 
ren,“ and no person through the discerning 
of spirits can bring u charge against an- 
other, they mast be proven guilty by posi- 
tive evidence, or they -stadd vlear. 

There have also been ‘min angels 
in the Church which were of Satan appear- 
as an angel of ligut. A sister in the 
State of New York, had a vision, who said 
it was told her ‘that if she would go to a 
certain place in the weods, an angel would 


appear te her. She went at the appointed 


time, and sew a glorious pérsonage deseend- 
‘ing, arrayed in white, with sandy coloured 
bair; he commenced and told = i to fear 
God, and said that her ‘hasband was calied 
to do great hings, but that he must not ge 
more than one huntired'miles from home, or 


be would not return; whereas God hed. 
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_eatied him th go to the ends of the earth, 
and he sinee been more then one thou- 
sand miles from home, and is yet alive. 
May true things were spoken by this per- 
How, it may de ackéed, was this known to 
den bad angel? ‘By the colour of bis hair; 

that is one of the signs that be can be known 
‘by, and by his eortradicting former reve- 
lation. 

We have also had brethren | and sisters 
that have had written revelations, and have 
started fbr ward to lead this Church. Sach 
was a young boy in Kirtland, Isaac Russeil, of 
-Missenri, aud Gladden Bishop, and Oliver 
‘Olney, of Nauvoo. The boy is now living | 
‘with the per ents, Who have submitted to the 
laws Of the Church. Mr. Russell stayed in 
Par West, from ‘whence he was to jo to tlie 


but the Nephites. never came, and his friends. 
| forsook him, all but same of his blood re- 
| lations, who have since been nearly destroy- 


ed by the. mob. Mr. ‘Bishop was tried 7 
the High Council, his papers examined, cdn-. 
and burried, and he cut ‘the 


Church. Lie ‘acktowledged the justice of 
the decision, and ‘said, “that he new saw 
hie error, for if he had been governed by the- 
revelations given before, he might have 
|} known that no man was to write revelations 
for the Church, bet Jeseph Smith,” ‘and: 
ier to be prayed for, and forgiven by 
the .brethren. Mr. Olney has also been 
tried by the High Council, and disfellow- 
2 sped because he would not have his 

ngs tested by the word of God; evi- 
| writing proving that he loves darkness rather 
than light, because his deeds are evil. © 


| 


‘Rocky Mountains, led by three Nephites, | - 


To be continued. 
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CREDIBILITY OF THE BOOK OF MORMON 48 COMPARED WITH THAT 
OF THE BIBLE. 


BY C. W. 


WANDELL. 


(From the“ Mastern dard.) 

(OContinued fon page 264.) 
that 

taken 


1. From the foregoing it 
the Boek of Aformon isa 
from original tablets and net — 
other copy, ias is the case with the Bible; 
for hs of the inspired writers 
the Kastern Continent are extant. The 
eldest copy of the New Testament, ur 
that sup ‘by Bishop Marsh to be the 


to have been weitten in the 


No manuseript now er- 
higher 


1620 


— in | 


‘again, they are entirely without date. 
| chat it is impossible to say which was 
ritten, or whieh last. And the dates. 


are plead are ied thet 


there to mislead the ig- 


Norant:by a: eae of certainty where 

All 4s One thing, however, 
is eertain from Pr. Lardner’s Table, that 
Paul were written 
before any one 


were: fos thes evident 
fact that he neithér quotes nor 


‘en y other Gospel but bis own, 2 Tim. . 
6. ‘dnd the Sevan at the Council.of Mice 
his net canonical. 


which hould be the strongest are 
the wennst. It will be no easy 
‘for dhe world 


dence, to prove 


wen y the me of the author, — — 
dato of the Work. 
‘occur — 


H 


— 
mataes of the writers of the 
‘by themselves, and the reasons tles are also ‘known to be. forgeries ; anit: 
writing are en aud | thus these who would prove the genuine- 
of their books és dlearly named. ness of our New ‘Testament Scripturés,. 
> for the matter 
2 
„Matthew, &c., Sopy of s works. 
itious, and were 
or 1 
thie zest. nd then, | tainty never fails; wbers it is most required. 
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3. The manuscripts used in the trans- 
lation of the Protestant New Testament 
were sent from a Spanish university about 
1749, and placed in the Bodleian Libra- 
ry, England; and what savours strongly 
of dishonesty ; after the translation was 
made, the librarian sold those precious 
manuscripts to a London ist as 
materials to make 

On the other han 
still remain, in safer ward than the shelves 
of a college library, and will remain as-a 
monument of evidenee of the faithful 
translation of the Book of Mormon. 

4. That the Nephite apiyphs should 
be rendered plain to the illumined mind 
of Joseph Smith by the aid of Urim and 
Thummim, is no more strange than that 
God should reveal anything through that 


medium. See Num. xxvii. 21, and 1 Sam. 


xxviii. 6. And if Ezra ii. 63 meant any- 
thing, it was that a Priest was yet to 
— up with Urim and Thummim. 
Compare Neh. vii. 65 with Mal. iii. 3. 
Our Saviour was not of the seed of Levi. 
If those who are so dissutisfied with 
King James’ version of the Bible, and 
who are so intent on bettering it, if pos- 
sible, could but have the favòur of the 
Urim and Thummim to render them di- 
vine aid, bow soon would they avail 
themselves of it, until unerring truth so 
far clashed with their creeds, that they 
would shut their eyes and ears to the hea- 
venly response, preferring to force the 
musty documents to tally with their creeds, 
rather than alter creeds to suit truth. 
For a church to alter or amend her faith, 
is a matter that by no means enters into 
her calculations; and it is to be under- 
stood that in all translations of the sacred 
Scriptures, the grand idea, to which all 
others have been » has been to 


establish what then held to be true, 


and not to 


jection to the Nephite Record, from the 
material on which it is engraved ; for the 
gold plate worn upon Aaron’s head on 
which was written HoLivess TO THE 


Lonn, ‘proves that the idea was known to | scrip 


them; and Bishop Watson says, The 


Hebrews went so far as to write their 
sacred ‘books in gold, as we may learn 


connected 


mmrrr OF THE BOOK or MORMON; Aro. 
from Josephus compared with 


oseph ith 
Watson's Bib. and Theo. Dic. Art Pri. 

6. Nor is the modern book - like form of 
the volume any argument against its an- 
tiquity; for Bishop Watson in the same 
place says, Those books which were in- 
scribed on tablets of wood, lead, brass, or 
k, through whi — po 

w a Was 

to them by.” .. . The 
first books were in the form of blocks and 
tables, of which we find frequent men- 
tion in Scripture, under the appellation of 
sepher, that is, square tables. That form 
which obtains among us (he quotes from 
Fliny,) is the square, composed of sepa- 
rate leaves; which was also known, 
though little used among the ancients.” 

This authority (and no man can quote 
higher,) so me proves the material 
and usual form of ancient important books, 
that we would have been surprised had 
the Book of Mormon appeared in any 
other. The reader will remember that 
the leaves of the golden Record were con- 
nected at the back, by three rings run- 
ning through the whole. | 

7. Those who object to the Book of 
Mormon because it was found, should re- 
member that the five books of Moses were 
lost during a — of seventy-five years; 
(Consult 2 Kings xxii. 8—13 and chap. 
xxiii. 2) from the death of Hezekiah to 
the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah. 
Manasseh, who succeeded Hezekiah, in- 
troduced idol worship into the house of 
the Lord; at which time, beyond all con- 


the 
ed 


lost, or — ea hid, and remained there 


most interested; the private citizen J 


5 nd book o he law was eithe 
And with regard to interested witnesses, 
let the reader put the question to him- 
self fairly as to which, in the very nature 
reveal any new truth. As of the circumstances, could have been 
may expect their unmistakeable opposi- Smith, or est 
tion to anythin re me here put it down as a point; that the 
ma er. reveal through Urim entire credibility of the first ages of bibli- 
— —— cal history, 80 far as Christian evidences 
5. There can be no well-founded ob. go, is dependent upon the testimony of 
one man, and he an interésted witness. 
8. Nor is this all: There is among 
biblical — much — — = 
manner of recovering many ° 
return 
On captivity. Some 
Eura — ‘the 
together and compiled them; while others 
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assert that he, being an aged scribe and] 10. The basis of the Nephite glyphs 

3 can no such dubiety improved upon. Book of Mormen 
— the Nephite compilation. 5.5 515. They — written 
m top to bottom. A fac-simile of some 


9. The depositing of important writings 
in the earth er 3 was not an 
original idea of the American aboriginals. 
It was a custom well known to the an- 
cients, and extends down even to the 
New Testament writings. Nothing could 
be more natural than for a conquered 
nation in ancient times, whose doom was 
exile, and slavery, to bury its archives 
in the faithful earth, to be exhumed 
when they or their children should re- 
turn. No other hiding place would be 
half so secure. 
did obtain anciently, it could not be well 
otherwise taken to 
use imperishable materials for important 
books. Let us hear Bishop Marsh again. 
In the article before — he says: 

times of war, devastation, and rapacity, it 


was necessary to bury in the earth by 


ever they wished to preserve from the 
attacks of fraud and violence. With this 
view Jeremiah ordered the writings, which 


he delivered to Baruch, to be put in an b 


earthen — xxxii. 14. In the 
same manner, the ancient Egyptians made 
use of earthen urns, or pots of a pro- 
per shape, for containing whatever 

wanted to inter in the earth.” .. . 
“Job expresses his wish not only that his 
words were written, but ‘also written in 


the use of which was known 


ancient. So Pliny, at first men wrote. ti 


of them were taken to Professor Anthon, 
of Columbia College, New York, who at 
the time evinced considerable interest in 


this subject, in the Foreign Quarterl 
Review, 1836, writer 
6. . Lastly, the eye of the antiquarian 
cannot fail to be both attracted fixed 


istinguished from it 
is the picture-writing peculiar to the 
Mexicans, and which displays several 
striking traits of assimilation to the ana- 
lyphs, and the historical tablets of the 

ian temples. The second is a 


on the leaves of the palm, and the bark | respects it excelled it in its regularity and 
of certain trees, but public docu- | beauty.” 
ments were preserved in leaden plates. 


(Te be continued.) 


THE LATTER:DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


SATURDAY, MAY 2, 1887. 


REPESTANCE AMONG THE Suners.— The 


Latter-day Saints ts in Great Britain are 


A 


called upon to repent. But why is this call? Are they not already a good people? 


Did they net repent 
baptized for the remission -of their sins? 


‘when ‘théy came forward and ‘received the Gospel, and wers 


Yes: they ure, by far, the best ‘people in 


them; but afterwards published a letter 
throwing or trying to throw discredit 
upon them. Yet even from his own de- 
222 they bore a close resemblance 
to the glyphs subsequently discovered by 
Stephens in Central America, and to the 
characters of a brass book, found in IIli- 
nois by Dr. Harris and others. And the 
American glyphs have been pronounced 
by able critics, to bear a close resemblance 
to the Egyptian. In an able article on 
of the language 
bran e glyphi 
both having striking affinities with the 
| bie hical lan to which little 
a om whi ould not be | appears to have iar or 
blotted out, nay, still further, graven in tecan of some still more ancient nation 
a rock; the most permanent way of re- | that preceded the Mexicans: which was 
cording them, and — if the en- | as complete as the Egyptian in its double 
graved letters were filled with lead; or ei o and a phonetic 7 
| alphabet, and which, as far as we can 
_ judge, appears to have rivalled the Egyp- 


- Bogiand; and they have repented vf many sims, suchas have been made manifest to them 
from timo to time: bat they are not yet perfect; neither will they be, while surrounded 
dy the totrup’ iifluences of Babylonish ehristinnity. So long us they are not perfect 
in keeping the lu of God, vo long they have need to repent. 

Then we say to all the Saints, that repentance and a thorough reform among your. 
‘selves are greatly needed. Do you wieh to know what sins you are guilty of? Your own 
consciences will point out many of them. The strict law of God, if you will read it, 
conviet you of many evils. If you will go and hear the faithful servants of God 
Spreavh, they will show you many of your transgressions. If you will read the Church 
publications, they will be an assistance to you in ‘discovering your sins. The Holy 
Ghost, if you wifl let it dwell in your hearts, will convince you of sin, and show you 
many imperfections which yeu would not otherwise discover. 

When yon discover anything in your praotiees which és not conformable to the word 
of God; you should immediately repent, by making un humble confession of the same to 
God, and vy u réformation of conduct in that particular. Or if your sin is against 
vein, to man you thould make confession and restitution. He that sins in secret, 
mould confess in secret; he ‘that sins openly, should oon feas openly. He that tres- 


passes béfore many, should confess before many: and in all.danes, let your confessions 


be to God, and to as manyas you have unjustly offenddd, whether they be in the 
Qhurch or out of it. 

If a Saint has committed any ein against God, and that sin has not injured any 
other person but himself, he should only make his oon fession before God: he should 
not reveal such sin to others, for in so doing, he would, give:oocasion for them to 
reproach him, or such ttanagression might have a tandency (o destroy their confi- 
dence in him, and ¢hus he would fall inte the snare of the devil. When our eins are 
mot ‘against others, then they have no business: to know Wet, thless we remain in 

then their exposure fe sdemary, that the mme thay de rooted out. But 
‘when they are agaitist others, then a confession to God is not sufficient: God will 
not apt our confession, nor hear oar prayers, when we negivet to be reconciled to 
our brother, or.sister, or neighbour whom we have effended. 
und of whieh they must repent. 

ate thove Among ou who do bease to slander their bre- 
wren and sisters. This is a great II, and may be inäulged in different degrees of 
excess. You may slander persons whS⁰ ‘are \éntisely merely -boesuse you 
imagine they areiguilty : ye may whith emused you to 
dhave suspicions ; ‘ead inetend) of burying those in your breasts, you give 
poblicity to them, und, pedhups, wich un ‘additional cdlotring : Jour own suspicions 
produce a dislike eee eee feelings against 
them in others. You do not speak directly a hom, for this would expose yor 
as an open slanderer, and would measurably your influence. In order that 3 
72 — elothe them - with ; You ib ically 

uee more serious ou ibypocriti 

—— 
to insinuate, in a guarded and blind manner, some evil, leaving the impression 
that there is something very stridus, about you do not like to speak. 
aveur. te instil bitterness offeeling-and prejudice into the minds of 
oe unto you! for it: would /be:hester for you to be.cast inte tho 

oo unto you! 


j 
* 
sf 
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Lou may 
expose them to others, who should be kept in ignorance concerning their faults, until 
‘the proper steps can be taken with them, accerding to the Lz of God. You seek to 
make their sins public, and to create a prejudice among the Saints against them. 
You do not seek to save them, but to destroy. Tou place yourself in the attitude of 
a destrover. Such a spirit is of the devil, for he also seeks to destroy, and to accuse 
the Saints, and to atir up wrath against them. Will you follow in his footsteps > 
Wil you slander and speak evil of your brother or sister who has sinned? Will you 
seek to trample the weak Saint down to hell, because he has been overtaken in a fault ? 
Remember, that if you do this, you are no longer the Saviours of men, but their 
destroyers. Cease, therefore, your slanders against the transgressor. Cease to 
 #pread forth his evil deeds upon the house tops. Cease to make public that which 

will injure and destroy. “Cease your back-bitings, and all your evil speakings one 
‘against another. Cease your tattlings about jour own family affairs, or_those of 
your neighbour. 

‘Mind your own business. 

Get the beam out of your own eye, and keep it out. 

Purify your own hearts. 

If you ache to slander some one, slander yourself. 

Speak against your own corrupt doings. 

Be ashamed and confounded because of your own evil deeds. 
Do your neighbour good, or let him alone. 

Let Rerormarion be written on your hearts. 

Let life—eternal life—be your motte for ever. 

It isthe duty of the teachers who visit from house to house, to search diligently 
after the spirit and feelings of the Saints. Search out the slanderer—the back- 
biter—the evil-speaker. Exhort them to repent quickly. Make them ashamed of 
their hard speeches. Teach them that no person, held in fellowship by the Saints, 
can be evil spoken of without sin. Teach them the law of Ged, and how te deal 
with transgressors in order to save them. Teach them that neither the innocent nor 
guilty among the Saints can be slandered without brisging condemnation upon the 
dlanderers. Teach them that if they de not reform in these things, they themselves 

will wither away, and be cast out from among the people of God. 

SIN OF LIGHT-MINDEDNESS.— There are some. the. Beines whose.minds 
) bter than chaff. One would think from their everlasting ding dong of jokes 
and light speeches, that their heads were destitute of brains, being either empty, or at 
most filled with some kind of worthless gas. Common sense or sober thinking is as 
rare withethem as figs on a thorn bush. How the Gospel ever made any impressions 
upon such craniums is among the incomprehensibles. It must be that they con- 
sidered the plan ef salvation a joke, and concluded: wreveive it for fun. If such 
characters speak of God, it is to tell some funny anecdote; if they quote Scripture 
it is to help them ont with a ridieulaus story; if they refer ( sacred ordinances, 
some luliorous saying must be incorporated in the sentence. To speak a sober 
entehceor think a sober thoutzht, would almost make their heads ache. In fine, 
they talk gas; they seep in gas; they live in gas; and gas seems to 

be che only element entering into their-eonstitutions, 

Qs into some of the houses of the Saints, and listen 40 cho conversation of the young 
brethren and sisters, and instead of hearing sound sense in relation tho 
beauty and glory of ‘the: religion: which they have embraced, you will hear joke 

‘thatriy whith is about to take 


— 
a 
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place, or some n that is going on, or such u one’s sweet-heaft. Such cone : 
versation is well enough at times, and under certain circumstances innocent; but 
‘when such things are constantly indulged in, there is no room left for the more 
important things of the kingdom of God; the Spirit is grieved away, and the vacancy 
left in the heart is filled up with trash, which manifests its worthlessness in light 
speeches; for “ out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” 

A Saint of God cannot indulge in light speeches to excess without feeling a corres. 
ponding barrenness ef soul. Of such things we say unto the Saints, repent. Cease 
from foolish joking, from light and vain speeches, from all wicked, corrupting aneo- 
dotes, from all unprofitable conversation; henceforth let your speech, and your anec- 
dotes, and your proverbs, and all your wise sayings, be dictated by the Spirit of truth 
to edification, and instruction, and repreof, being fitly chosen and fitly timed, that 
good, and not evil, may be the result; for to this end is man endowed with the gift 
of speech. Shall we abuse the gift of God? Shall we make the gift of God scatter 
the seeds of death instead of life? Remember, that “By thy words thou shalt be 
justified, and by thy words thou shalt. be condemned.” 


To PAsToRS AND PRESIDENTS OF CONFERENCES.—By reference to the quarterly list 
of debts, due from the Conference Book Agents to this Office, it will be seen that 
some of the Conferences are getting behind in relation to the forwarding of their 
funds to this Office. Upon this subject we particularly call your attention to the 
printed instructions accompanying your letters of appointment, and also refer you to 
the instructions published on the 649th page of the XVIII. volume of the Star. 
We hope that every officer will learn his duty, and see that these instructions are 
faithfully carried into effect. 

The Saints should recollect that all the profits arising from the Church Publications 
and the Emigration department, together with the funds received by tithing, and the 
Temple and P. E. Fund donations, have, for a long time, been applied to the emigration 
of the Poor Saints. And in addition to all these, many tens of thousands of pounds 
sterling have been contributed by the Saints in Utah for this same purpose. Besides 
the Office has involved itself several thousand pounds in sending out last year’s 
emigration. When the Saints reflect upon all these unparalleled exertions to effect 
their emancipation, they should be untiring in their efforts to purchase the Church 
publications, and punctually meet every liability with the Office. In replenishing the 
funds of the Office, you are helping 1 and forwarding the kingdom of 


our God. 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 
AUSTRALIA. on our passage from San Francisco. Elders 
‘Melbourve, Victoria, ing, W. W. Wall, A. P. Chesley, Joseph 
g. 
| | December 17, 1856. Kelley, Ju James Phelps, F. S. Johnson, 
President Orson Pratt. Snow, and John 


Dear Brother—I write to inform you of | Witbeck —— arrived at this place on the 
the arrival of the Elders that are on a mission | 27th of November, per General Weol. 
to this land. Brother George S. Clark and — were one hundred and five days on 
myself arrived in Melbourne on the 12th | their „2 en — 
instant, per French clipper barque Fre- oe, Hider Chaffin, Amas 
drins Area. We were Lr days | Potter, and Joch 4 Kelting and wife 


2 * 
‘ 
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‘ 
* 
* ‘ 


NEWS FROM UTAH. 
being done in Australia. Brother Clark 


arrived in the November, 
bein g - t on their passage 
from — | 

We received a letter this morning from 
President A. P. Dowdle and Council, 
with r to our fields of labour. 
W. W. Wall, L. R. George W. 
Parrish, John Said, to N. S. Wales; W. 
Baxter, T. S. Johnson, A. P. Chesley, 
J. W. Norton, J. A. Kelting, and James 
Philips, are appointed for Victoria ; J 
Kelley, and M. P. Crandal, to Van Die- 
man’s Land; Z. Snow, J. Witbeck, and 
T. E. Fleming, to South Australia; Z. S. 
Clark, Amasa Potter, and myself, to New 
Zealand. 


h 


upon you and 


There are fair prospects of a good work 
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and myself had a good and pleasant passage. 
or 
on vessel, There were seventy-two. 
sen were so in t 
* intention to go to Salt Lake, 
Brother Clark and m intend to start. 
for Sydney to-morrow, and from thence 
ove to all ers and i ing. 
friends. With constant — M the: 
Holy Ghost, may abide with and increase 
under your charge. 
I subscribe myself your obedient ser- 


vant, 
ANDREW J STEWART. 


NEWS FROM UTAH. 


(From the “ Western Standard.”) 


DESERET. 
[Extracts of a letter from Elder 8. W. Richards.) | 


Great Salt Lake City, 
January 7, 1857. 


The reformation of this people is a 
matter of very great importance, and will 
prove very beneficial. Reform in 

department, affecting the entire people 
and community, is now transpiring, and 
will prove one of the most important 
movements of the 


Soe the dross of the whole 
The reformation is ing upon the 
considerable extent. Old men are re- 
signing their business places, and 
men are filling them. Every lazy, drowsy, 
officer in the ki is being 


n to awake or out of the 
way and let some one of energy and 


power take his place. In a word, 
The Spirit of God like a fire is burning,” 
‘The Twelve who are now here, are 


| gress and 


wih Nard No. I, by 


rotation. Two or three missionaries are 
mp sn to each of the twenty Wards in 
e city, who spend quite a portion of 
their time in visiting and holding meet- 
ings. These missionaries meet the Twelve 
and Presi in the Historian’s Office, 
every Wednesday evening, to report pro- 
t instructions. | 
Every Monday evening the Presidents. 
of Seventies meet in their Hall. Tuesday 
evenings the Bishops and lesser Priest- 
hood meet in Hall. 
meta | evenings the missionaries as above- 
named, Thursday and Sunday evenings 
are for Ward meetings. Friday evening 
the City Council and other bodies meet ;. 
and on Saturday evening the High Priests. 
meet in the Social Hall. The Twelve gene- 
attend the Quorum meetings. 
ne day last week all the members and 
officers of the Assembly, who. had not 
been, were rebaptized in the font, and 
in the House. 
Legislature have as yet weeny ut 
few enactments this winter, me laws 


have been amended,.and some grants 


bie 


Assembly convened in this city is - | 
ing quite largely of the spirit. May th 
spirit that prevails now in these valleys, 

1 be imparted to the 
ders abroad, and a fire be kindled that 

| given. be United States Statutes at 

| 3 now under examination, with a. 

way 

This winter is the most like an old 

down East winter that I have seen in the 
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Mountains. The snow was never known, 


I think, to be so deep and lay 30 even 4s, 
at present, with frosty e 

are faring very hard again this winter, 
where they are not fed, will no 
2 de lost, unless the weather soon 
breaks 


General health’ prevails, which is a very 
great blessing to this 

There is quite a scarcity of wood in the 

, owing —— that went 

out to bring e immigration just at a 

time when they would have been hauling | 

wood for winter. | 

There is net yet much indication of a 


great scarcity of the necessaries of life. 
Flour can be bought for four dollars per 
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hundred pounds; wheat at one 0 
seventy-five cents here, in the sett. 
Stock | out, — one dollar u 


= ole and t 
ts ushel ; 

dois par ton 

ple — these it res — 


is winter. Intellj. 
1 and the light of heaven is shed 
orth, 

Majesty on 


radiating in all the splendour of * 
dealings with His people. 


igh, according unto 
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BY HENRY WHITTALL, 


Continued from page 262. 


OssEcTIon: “ 
‘ten to you in the 
you tell them that the of making converts God 
the Eternal Father, and in His Son Jesus 
Christ, and in the Holy Ghost.’ (See 


Invitation.) you say y this? Is 
Fath a: 27 believe it, or only to mis- 
Any one who reads this 


Thess certainly be- | sim 

lieve in a God, and in our God.’ But 

suffer me to tell you that you are not 

honest in this matter. 

thing and —— If you belove in 

the God of the Beniptares, whiy do yousing, 
The God that others worship is not 

the God for me; 


ks ‘thas no parts nor body, and cannot 
hear nor see! 
do not 


“Nod, you Mormons 
believe 2 the God of the Bible: you have 
im God like unto 
carnal, as N as material ag ha 
nature itself. But how Aren the 
Fol which’ dur Bible gives of our 
od. God is a spirit.’ 
t with my presence? saj rd. 
denial these 
truths is eno to 
Mormonism in” the: — 


| God of Israel—the. Great, 


man who has reverence for his Creator, 


or any love for his Bible.“ Mormonism 
Anti-Scriptural,” by Rev. B. Willmore. 
Answer: It is quite true that we de- 
clare to the world that we believe “in 
God the Eternal Father, and in His Son 
Jems Obrist, and in the Holy Ghost.” 
And as our objecting uerist demands 
to know “why ” we“ say this,” we answer, 
ly, in his own werds, „because we 

a be jeve it.” It is not our object or de- 
sire to “mislead people,” for we * 


N and *. is our wish and en endeavour 


of the yawning ditch 
are 


— The — is: the 


| 
followers by the influence of sects, 
h tradition, instead of the living word 
to 
which both p 
| fall: In refere 
of our a 
jector in all good faith, that we both 
“say” and sing the same truth. We 
| do believe in “the God of the Scripture a 
the. 


with Adam in the n of ene, 


who 
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is a Spirit ;” and “they that worship Him 


His spiritnaftt 
Taleo be predicated of H Him, which 


Abrabam, e: Ne with Moses face | should in some measure characterize those’ 
Nene in heaven, who worship Him. But it surely does 
surrounded a and at not follow, because God is a Spinit, that 
w hand, is the.seat of Jesus, His | He is ing more than a Spirit. Hs 
fer- born Seu: But the imaginary God not a formless, bodiless spirit. 
which our reverend querist professes to Man is a spirit, yet that spirit is clothed 
worship is, 28 his liturgy states, without witha body. Jesus Christ is a spirit; and’ 
body, parts, or passions,” and can there- | he is a God; yet he has a “local,” “mate- 


fore neither see, hear, speak, walk, nor 
anything. else, personally. He has no 
„face, no “right hand,” no bodily “parts,” 

no means of moving in any ion, 
therefore could not have been: the God. of 
Adam, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses, or 


of Jesus. e is, in every sense of the 
an im ) 


certainly not the God of the Latter-da 
Saints. This fact we are “honest”. 


upon 

ject is of any reliable — we 

that we do most firmly believe in 

God of the Bible.“ Our God, the 

of Israel, is not an imagi 

stantial, immaterial 
js sack». 4 represented in 

do not attempt an 

denial” of the “holy scriptural. iruths 

which our opponent 

but we —— y admit them in all 

r widely- 

is ei which have no 


“the } 
God | 


unsub- | i 
vat: He is ‘control, 


has cited against us; | I 


rial,” immortal body of flesh and bones. 
He said to his disciples, who imagined 


— 8 an apparition, A spirit 
and ( ack disembodied spirit or ghost,) 


— bones as ye see ME 
have.” Now that very material body 


glorified 
in the presence of his Father, of whose 
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United Staien, you have two hungeed dirent religioey, and only one 


Sauce |” 


“ being,” (if the solecism be allowed) — Jor oul ie is 
tru things wi 
and | cook bus with His Holy | 
to “say” and “sing.” in the plai ily presenee, but with Hi y 
most undisguised terma. Our objector, | Spirit, which is an ommipresent disine 
however, positively. declares that Mor- substance, invisible, and intangible to | 
mons do net believe in the God of ‘the | mortality, yet strictly material. It is 
Bible.” If he really knows better than | the presence, power, and influence of , 
ourselves what we do or “do not believe,” | that all-pervading spirittial substance (or | 
there is of course an end to the matter; most sabell mateer) throughout the uni- 
verse of that. causes — 
operations of nature, so . It is 
ite potent n stupendous planets 
move, and b flowerets grow. By its 
nt force, and under its supreme : 
‘worlds oe worlds and systems 
1 silent, in grandeur. 
t isi the presence- of that infinite | 
Spirit, with the elements of nature that | 
produces all the varied and beautiful 
| ph by His Divine pay is 
said to be omnipotent, D 
een depend upon the context — — By it He fills all things 
in on,. It is quite true that Ged with His presence, power, and glory. 
(Te el.) 


